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Why SMEs?

KEY ROLE IN COMMUNITIES & SUPPLY CHAINS

SMEs make up 90% of businesses worldwide and 
employ over 2 billion people.

NEED FOR ADAPTATION

40% to 60% of small businesses never reopen after 
a disaster.

SPECIFIC BUSINESS CHALLENGES

Research shows SMEs lack the resources, know-
how & incentives to take climate action



Our model

The Hub provides SMEs with a one-stop-shop to:

1. Access free, best-in-class tools to measure emissions, act & report progress
2. Commit to 1.5°C aligned, simple climate targets
3. Benefit from incentives to reduce emissions

Manage business risk 
& future-proof their 

business

Improve 
efficiency, 

reduce costs

Gain a 
competitive 
advantage

Grow their 
business & 

brand

Enhance access to 
capital & affordable 

insurance

The initiative is the official pathway for SMEs to join the UN Race to Zero campaign. Joining the 
Hub helps small and medium sized businesses better navigate the shifting expectations of 
consumers, large corporations & government, reaping all the benefits of climate action:



Digital platform 

Reporting toolAction modules
Education course
Financial supportCarbon calculator Library of 

external tools
Commitment

Digital one stop shop offering tailored support to SMEs through integrated suite of free tools :



The SME Climate Commitment



SME Climate Hub Business Carbon Calculator

have partnered to bring SMEs around 
the world a free business carbon 
footprint calculator.

The calculator provides SMEs with 
Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions following the 
Greenhouse Gas Protocol.



A practical step-by-step guide to help you reduce your emissions across your business

Climate Strategy & 
Governance

Climate Action for 
your Operations

Reducing Emissions 
in your Supply Chain Design for Net Zero

• How can my business 
model support my 
climate goals?

• How can I lower my 
company’s climate 
impacts and increase 
efficiency?

• How do I address the 
main climate impacts of 
my supply chain? 

• How can I design more 
sustainable products? 

Financing Net Zero 
Transition 

Engaging your People 
and Communities

Telling your net zero 
story

• How do I prioritize climate 
investments and evaluate 
their financial impacts? 

• What do climate 
considerations mean for 
my current and future 
employees? And my 
community?

• How can I tell my 
sustainability story and 
increase my brand’s 
sustainability profile?  

SME Climate Hub Education Course



Growing range of support and incentives

Every business that makes the SME Climate 
Commitment will be recognized by the United Nations’ 
Race to Zero campaign.

Financial support for reducing emissions

The SME Climate Hub has launched the first of its resources 
which improve access to financial support for small and 
medium sized enterprises working to reduce their carbon 
emissions. 

We are developing more support and financial 
incentives, which will be added to the SME Climate Hub 
in 2022 and 2023.



External tools to help SMEs take climate action

Our tools and resources library

Best-in-class tools and 
resources curated by the Net 
Zero team at Oxford University.

A database of useful tools to 
help SMEs take climate action 
and build business resilience.   

Practical tools like…
• The 1.5°C Business Playbook
• Chapter Zero board toolkit 
• Emission possible guide 

from WWF
And lots more… 



Coming soon- SME Reporting Tool v.1.0

have partnered to enable SMEs to report on 
emissions through a simple tool, summarizing 
annual emissions including actions and impact 
of emission reduction efforts.

The tool will translate the SME Climate 
Disclosure Framework (developed together with 
CDP) into an easy-to-use tool on the SME 
Climate Hub.

The report and data can be integrated into
annual business reports, shared on your
company’s website, or directly distributed to
customers and funders.

https://cdn.cdp.net/cdp-production/cms/guidance_docs/pdfs/000/002/852/original/SME-Climate-Framework.pdf?1637746697


Over 4000 SMEs from 100+ countries & growing

2021 national launches

2022 national launches

2022 regional pilots

2023 priorities



Partner ecosystem

Place-based recruitment: National partners
Endorse and promote Hub at national and local level, enabling 
sustainable economic development

Comms: Outreach partners
Promote Hub among their networks, enhancing own 
member support offering

Strategic advice and funding: Strategic partners
Support development and mainstreaming of golden standards and tools for 
SMEs’ transition, enabling stakeholder collaboration and SME resilience

Supply chains: Corporate partners 
Support, promote and leverage Hub to engage their SME suppliers, 
addressing their own scope 3 emissions - incl. 1.5C Supply Chain 
leaders



SME Voices



Thank you

The SME Climate Hub is an initiative of the International Chamber of Commerce, the Exponential 
Roadmap Initiative, the We Mean Business coalition and the United Nations Race to Zero campaign.

This partnership is an exercise in radical collaboration that opens the doors for SMEs to join the United 
Nations Race to Zero campaign — an international campaign that brings together an unprecedented 
coalition of real economy actors and 120 governments committed to achieve net-zero emissions by no 
later than 2050. In collaboration with the Net Zero team at Oxford University we aim to curate tools 
and resources to specifically address the needs of the SME community.

It is our belief that climate action is everyone’s business.

info@smeclimatehub.org

https://iccwbo.org/
https://exponentialroadmap.org/
https://www.wemeanbusinesscoalition.org/
https://unfccc.int/climate-action/race-to-zero-campaign

