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Analysis

We engage 
and inspire 
actors across 
the system



Our current economic 
model is linear

Take Make Waste



Price risks and 
supply chain 
volatility

Waste Underutilised 
assets and 
economic losses

Climate change 
and biodiversity 
loss

The linear economy leads to...



A CIRCULAR ECONOMY IS BASED ON THREE 

PRINCIPLES DRIVEN BY DESIGN

Eliminate 
waste & 
pollution

Circulate 
products & 
materials

Regenerate 
nature





It is a bigger idea, for better growth,
that tackles glocal challenges
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To halt and reverse biodiversity loss, and create an economy that can 
work in the long term, we need to transform the way we make and use 
products and grow food 
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Ecovative

What makes it 
circular? 
● A natural 

multi-purpose 
packaging 

● Fully 
compostable 
alternative to 
plastic packaging Eliminate 

waste & 
pollution
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Circulate 
products 

& 
materials

What makes it 
circular?
● Design for 

durability & 
reuse

● Supports 
take-back

● Empowers 
customers 

Patagonia
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Venlo City Hall

What makes it 
circular? 
● Green wall 

improves air 
quality in a radius 
of 500m.

● Generates 
renewable 
energy, filters and 
filtrates water.

● Designed for 
disassembly.

Regenerate 
natural 
systems
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Circular design

4 essential building blocks for a 
circular economy

Circular business 
models

Cross sector 
collaboration

Reverse 
logistics  





A tool to help businesses, cities, 
investors and accelerators to discover 
circular solutions on the market today. 

To accelerate the transition to a circular economy, circular 
innovators need greater exposure and support to 
collaborate, scale and replicate. 

Search and filter through 400+ circular startups today.

Circular Startup Index

ELLEN MACARTHUR FOUNDATION | STARTUPS

BRAND 
NEW!
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We have expertise and 
programmes on key topics



Five universal 
circular economy 
policy goals


